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A Sacred Heart Scholar “zeroes in” on making the catch at the “End Zone Hero” station at our
recent Walkathon.

A Note from Mr. McClain
Greetings! We find ourselves in the middle of autumn & our weather is
cooling off even more. Please locate those warm hats & gloves and keep an
eye on the forecast. Your scholar may need them!
We had a great time at our Halloween parties last month, but these weren’t
your regular run-of-the-mill Halloween parties! We organized our students
into their family groups, where students in each of the grade levels are
organized into a “family.” These families were then given a large pumpkin, and
after making some predictions, were tasked with weighing it, measuring the
circumference, counting the seeds, and, of course, carving their family
pumpkin! Sure, we got some time in our grade levels afterwards for some
classroom parties, but the pumpkin STEM activity was an awesome opportunity
to build relationships across the grade levels and complement our
high-quality STEM programming here at the school. A true commitment to
excellence was on display! Thank you very much to all who donated the
pumpkins, their time, and their talents to this awesome event!

Event Calendar - November
We have been doing some retooling here on our website at shswarsaw.org. If you go
to our website & click on the “Sacred Heart Calendar” link, you’ll arrive at our
calendar, which has most of our events plotted on our calendar. A couple of neat
features:
1.

If you click on the event itself, you see more details such as the start/end
time(s) and/or the location.
2. If you click on the blue triangles by the month, you can change months to
see what is coming up in December, etc.
3. There is a print button in the upper-right corner if you’re like me & need an
organizer on the fridge.
Big thanks to Mr. Clemens for offering to get this going & to Ms. Drake and the
various event organizers for providing much of the content!

THIS MONTH’S
TOP STORIES

November’s Virtue...Love for God (Charity)!
by Chris Nowak & Mike McClain on November 3
Our Virtue = Strength program is an anchor to life here at SHS. With so much
buzz out there right now around Social-emotional Learning, rest assured
that we here at SHS have chosen a program in Virtue = Strength program that
is in line with church teaching & seeks to develop virtue within our kids so
that they develop into outstanding people who live a Christ-like existence
from their elementary school years on into adulthood.
The main virtue for this month is Love for God which is synonymous with
charity. When I first read this, I wondered how those two meant the same
thing. But when you think about it, if you have a love for God, you love all
of his creation. You seek to Serve, care for, and be a good steward of that
creation, which is where the charity piece comes in. Sacrifice and gratitude
are the related strengths for each week. From the program, “The virtue of
Love for God, or Charity, is a gift from God, placed or infused in our souls at
Baptism, that gives us the strength to love the Lord Our God as the sovereign
good, and purely for His own sake.”
We get monthly emails that provide the virtue of the month & related
strength of the weeks as well as many supplementary materials that teachers
can use in the classroom (videos, songs, bible verses, saint quotes, movies, etc.)
to help us facilitate the learning of these virtues. At the school level, we...
●
●
●

Announce the virtues for each month on the main bulletin board in
the hallway,
say the prayer for the month each morning we do not have Mass, and
give "Viking Virtues" coupons to students for exhibiting the virtues of
the month. They can then turn these into a box to be drawn for a
chance to win little prizes.

Here at the school, we’ll be trying to reinforce with the students that
though this gift of faith, we can be confident as we go through life’s trials,
knowing that God is with us on our journey which will ultimately lead to
heaven. We are looking forward throughout the month & the year studying
& fortifying these virtues within our scholars!

Coat Drive November 6th - 21st at Sacred
Heart!
by Mike McClain & Katie Owens on November 3
In line with our virtue of the month, The Knights of Columbus will be
collecting winter gear for Our Father's House from November 6th - November
21st. Please donate any gently used and clean coats, boots, hats, gloves,
scarves, etc. Bins will be placed outside of the Sacred Heart School Office in
order to collect these donations. Thank you for your generosity in this
collection!

Veterans’ Day on Thursday, November 11th
@ SHS!
by Mike McClain on November 1
This year, to honor our Veterans, we plan to post a digital piece similar to
that which we did last year. We feel this is a great way to honor our special
veterans who may not be able to make it back for a live ceremony. To make
this the best it can be, we need your help! Please send a picture of a special
veteran in your child’s life along with their branch of service & how they
are related to our SHS Scholar to clemens8210@gmail.com A picture of the
special person in uniform is preferred, but any photo would be much
appreciated! Thanks in advance for your help in celebrating our veterans!

Celebrating our AR readers @ SHS
by Mike McClain and HASA on November 1
On Friday, November 12, we will celebrate our scholars who achieved 150% of
their AR goal for the first quarter with a movie party. Our Home and School
Association (HASA) has rented out North Pointe Cinema for a showing of the
new movie Clifford the Big Red Dog! It will be after school until 5:20 or so
(whenever the movie is over). Parents will coordinate their child’s
transportation to and from the theater & we are coordinating the snacks at
the theater. If you are unsure of whether or not your scholar is eligible to
attend, please contact your scholar’s teacher. Congrats to all of our AR
readers!

SHS ministers at the weekend Masses!
by Mike McClain and Karen Kelsheimer on November 1
Our next SHS Ministry Mass is at the 4:30 pm Mass on Saturday, November 20. For
those who don’t normally attend the Saturday evening Mass, note the time
change to 4:30. This is in an attempt to still have some daylight for the
commute to & from Mass, a valued commodity thanks to the loss of daylight
savings time!
Last month, we had over 50 students and their families attend the SHS Mass.
our students did a great job as they ministered as lectors, petitioners,
cantors, servers & greeters. I observed their ministerial efforts with great
pride as the Holy Spirit shined through them. They elevated my worship, no
doubt. Not to be ignored though, is the impact that having the SHS family at
the same Mass at the same time had on our parish. The vibrancy last month
was incredible - it was characteristic of a parish that truly CELEBRATES their
faith! Let’s do it again! Again, the church supports our work in a number of
ways, and this is a great opportunity for them to see the fruits of that
support and hopefully inspire future support. Here is the schedule for all of
the Masses:
Sat Nov 20 @ 4:30 pm

Sat Mar 19 @ 4:30 pm

Sun Dec 19 @ 8:00 am

Sun April 24 @ 8:00 am

Sun Jan 23 @ 11 am

Sun May 22 @ 11 am

WEEKEND OF FEB 5-6 – ALL MASSES
(CSW)
We would love to have EVERYONE at the above Masses, supporting our
classmates & evangelizing to non-shs families at Sacred Heart Church about
the tremendous impact the school has had on our students.

SHS’s Thanksgiving Feast!
by Mike McClain and HASA on November 3
The traditional SHS Thanksgiving Feast is back (barring any COVID-related
issues)! It’ll be held on Monday, November 22nd at 11:45 for all of our Pre-K to
6th graders. This is an awesome Thanksgiving tradition at SHS! It is also an
event that simply cannot happen without substantial volunteer help. I think

if you talk to past volunteers you’d find that it is a fun way to give to the
school of your time & talent. HASA will be reaching out soon with more
details on positions to be filled.

Vouchers available for 2nd semester!
by Mike McClain on November 3
The Indiana Choice Scholarship (Voucher) program continues to have great
impact on SHS families & families across the state who have chosen to take
advantage of the program and choose a non-public school that fits their
family’s needs. The window to apply for a voucher for the second semester is
now open! If we apply by mid-December and are accepted, new families could
be able to attend SHS starting the second semester at an incredibly low
tuition rate. Generally-speaking all they have to do to be eligible is to meet
some pretty generous income thresholds & have attended public school for
the first semester this year & the second semester last year.
If you are already at SHS & take advantage of the scholarship program,, there
is nothing you need to do. But if you know someone who may be interested in
seeing what SHS is all about, please get them in contact with the school to
set up a tour and share with them this awesome scholarship opportunity!

Refilling Our Father’s House during the
season of Advent!
by Mike McClain on November 3
Local food banks get a lot of attention this time of year & rightfully so.
Thanksgiving is a time where a good meal does a lot to raise peoples’ spirits even more so for those less fortunate. Charitable organizations such as Our
Father’s House will be leaned heavily upon, especially in the days leading up to
Thanksgiving. But what happens AFTER Thanksgiving? The need is still there!
Sacred Heart School will hold a food drive during the Advent season.
Everyday will be designated an item to bring in to help replenish the food
pantry at Our Father’s House. We’ll send our “Advent Calendar” with the
needed items & corresponding days later this month. Your generosity on any
of these items will go towards a tremendous ministry that does a lot of
good in our community!

Thanks for all that you do!
Mike McClain, Principal, Sacred Heart School
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